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Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance

Data Protection Impact Assessment

Acquisition refers to the process of obtaining personal data from various sources, including individuals,
organizations, or public records. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, acquisition is a critical aspect of data protection, as it involves the collection of sensitive
information that must be handled in accordance with data protection regulations. Related terms include
data collection, data gathering, and data sourcing.

Algorithmic decision-making refers to the use of artificial intelligence and machine learning algorithms to
make decisions about individuals, often based on their personal data. This concept is relevant to the
Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, as it raises concerns about bias and
discrimination in decision-making processes. Related terms include automated decision-making, predictive
analytics, and profiling.

Anonymization is the process of removing or obscuring personal identifiers from datasets to prevent
identification of individuals. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, anonymization is a technique used to protect personal data and ensure compliance with data
protection regulations. Related terms include pseudonymization, data masking, and data anonymization.

Artificial intelligence refers to the development of computer systems that can perform tasks that typically
require human intelligence, such as learning, reasoning, and decision-making. In the context of the
Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, artificial intelligence is a key concept, as it
raises concerns about data protection and privacy in the use of AI systems. Related terms include machine
learning, deep learning, and natural language processing.

Authentication refers to the process of verifying the identity of individuals or systems, often using
credentials such as usernames and passwords. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI
Data Privacy Compliance, authentication is a critical aspect of data protection, as it ensures that only
authorized individuals or systems can access sensitive data. Related terms include authorization, identity
verification, and access control.

Authorization refers to the process of granting access to individuals or systems to perform specific actions
or access certain resources. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, authorization is a key concept, as it ensures that only authorized individuals or systems can
access or manipulate personal data. Related terms include authentication, access control, and permission
management.

Automated decision-making refers to the use of artificial intelligence and machine learning algorithms to
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make decisions about individuals, often without human intervention. In the context of the Professional
Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, automated decision-making is a critical aspect of data
protection, as it raises concerns about bias and discrimination in decision-making processes. Related terms
include algorithmic decision-making, predictive analytics, and profiling.

Availability refers to the extent to which data or systems are accessible and usable when needed. In the
context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, availability is a key concept,
as it ensures that personal data is accessible and usable for legitimate purposes. Related terms include
accessibility, usability, and data quality.

Bias refers to the systematic error or distortion in artificial intelligence and machine learning algorithms that
can result in discriminatory or unfair outcomes. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI
Data Privacy Compliance, bias is a critical aspect of data protection, as it raises concerns about fairness and
transparency in decision-making processes. Related terms include fairness, transparency, and accountability.

Certification refers to the process of obtaining official recognition or validation of compliance with data
protection regulations or industry standards. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI
Data Privacy Compliance, certification is a key concept, as it demonstrates an organization's commitment to
data protection and privacy. Related terms include accreditation, compliance, and governance.

Cloud computing refers to the delivery of computing services over the internet, often using cloud-based
infrastructure and applications. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, cloud computing is a critical aspect of data protection, as it raises concerns about data security
and compliance with data protection regulations. Related terms include cloud storage, cloud security, and
cloud governance.

Compliance refers to the process of ensuring that an organization's policies and procedures are aligned
with data protection regulations and industry standards. In the context of the Professional Certificate in
GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, compliance is a key concept, as it ensures that organizations are
meeting their legal obligations and protecting personal data. Related terms include governance, risk
management, and audit.

Confidentiality refers to the protection of sensitive information from unauthorized access or disclosure. In
the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, confidentiality is a
critical aspect of data protection, as it ensures that personal data is handled in a secure and trustworthy
manner. Related terms include secrecy, privacy, and data security.

Consent refers to the explicit agreement or permission given by individuals for the collection, use, or
disclosure of their personal data. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, consent is a key concept, as it ensures that individuals have control over their personal data
and that organizations are transparent about their data practices. Related terms include opt-in, opt-out, and
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data subject rights.

Cookie refers to a small text file or piece of code that is stored on a user's device or browser to track their
online activities or preferences. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, cookies are a critical aspect of data protection, as they raise concerns about tracking and
profiling of individuals. Related terms include tracking, profiling, and online privacy.

Data anonymization refers to the process of removing or obscuring personal identifiers from datasets to
prevent identification of individuals. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data
Privacy Compliance, data anonymization is a technique used to protect personal data and ensure
compliance with data protection regulations. Related terms include pseudonymization, data masking, and
anonymization.

Data breach refers to the unauthorized access or disclosure of sensitive information, often resulting in harm
or loss to individuals or organizations. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data
Privacy Compliance, data breach is a critical aspect of data protection, as it raises concerns about data
security and compliance with data protection regulations. Related terms include data leak, data spill, and
incident response.

Data controller refers to the organization or individual that determines the purposes and means of
processing personal data. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, data controller is a key concept, as it ensures that organizations are accountable for their data
practices and comply with data protection regulations. Related terms include data processor, data subject,
and data protection officer.

Data minimization refers to the principle of collecting and processing only the minimum amount of
personal data necessary to achieve a legitimate purpose. In the context of the Professional Certificate in
GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, data minimization is a key concept, as it ensures that organizations
are efficient and effective in their data practices and comply with data protection regulations. Related terms
include data quality, data accuracy, and data relevance.

Data portability refers to the right of individuals to transfer their personal data from one organization to
another, often in a structured and machine-readable format. In the context of the Professional Certificate in
GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, data portability is a key concept, as it ensures that individuals have
control over their personal data and that organizations are transparent about their data practices. Related
terms include data subject rights, data access, and data transfer.

Data protection by design refers to the principle of designing and implementing systems and processes that
protect personal data from the outset. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data
Privacy Compliance, data protection by design is a key concept, as it ensures that organizations are
proactive and preventive in their data practices and comply with data protection regulations. Related terms
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include privacy by design, data security, and data governance.

Data protection impact assessment refers to the process of identifying and mitigating the risks associated
with processing personal data, often using a structured and systematic approach. In the context of the
Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, data protection impact assessment is a
critical aspect of data protection, as it ensures that organizations are aware of the risks and consequences of
their data practices and comply with data protection regulations. Related terms include risk assessment,
data risk, and compliance.

Data protection officer refers to the individual or team responsible for overseeing and implementing an
organization's data protection policies and procedures. In the context of the Professional Certificate in
GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, data protection officer is a key concept, as it ensures that
organizations have a dedicated and independent resource to monitor and enforce compliance with data
protection regulations. Related terms include data controller, data processor, and data subject.

Data quality refers to the accuracy, completeness, and relevance of personal data, often used to evaluate
the effectiveness of data practices. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, data quality is a key concept, as it ensures that organizations are efficient and effective in their
data practices and comply with data protection regulations. Related terms include data accuracy, data
completeness, and data relevance.

Data subject refers to the individual whose personal data is being collected, processed, or stored by an
organization. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, data
subject is a key concept, as it ensures that individuals have rights and protections in relation to their
personal data and that organizations are transparent about their data practices. Related terms include data
controller, data processor, and data protection officer.

Data transfer refers to the movement of personal data from one organization to another, often across
borders or jurisdictions. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, data transfer is a critical aspect of data protection, as it raises concerns about data security and
compliance with data protection regulations. Related terms include data export, data import, and data
sharing.

Encryption refers to the process of converting plaintext into ciphertext to protect sensitive information from
unauthorized access or disclosure. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, encryption is a key concept, as it ensures that personal data is handled in a secure and
trustworthy manner. Related terms include decryption, cryptography, and data security.

GDPR refers to the General Data Protection Regulation, a European Union regulation that governs the
processing of personal data within the EU. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data
Privacy Compliance, GDPR is a critical aspect of data protection, as it sets out the rights and obligations of
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organizations and individuals in relation to personal data. Related terms include data protection, privacy,
and compliance.

Incident response refers to the process of responding to and managing security incidents, often involving
data breaches or unauthorized access to sensitive information. In the context of the Professional Certificate
in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, incident response is a critical aspect of data protection, as it
ensures that organizations are prepared and responsive to security incidents and comply with data
protection regulations. Related terms include crisis management, emergency response, and data breach
response.

Information security refers to the practices and procedures used to protect sensitive information from
unauthorized access or disclosure. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, information security is a key concept, as it ensures that personal data is handled in a secure
and trustworthy manner. Related terms include data security, cybersecurity, and information protection.

Machine learning refers to the use of artificial intelligence algorithms to learn from data and make
predictions or decisions. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, machine learning is a critical aspect of data protection, as it raises concerns about bias and
discrimination in decision-making processes. Related terms include artificial intelligence, deep learning, and
predictive analytics.

Natural language processing refers to the use of artificial intelligence algorithms to process and analyze
human language. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance,
natural language processing is a key concept, as it raises concerns about privacy and security in the use of
language processing technologies. Related terms include language processing, text analysis, and speech
recognition.

Personal data refers to any information that can be used to identify or describe an individual, often
including names, addresses, and identification numbers. In the context of the Professional Certificate in
GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, personal data is a critical aspect of data protection, as it is the
primary focus of data protection regulations. Related terms include sensitive information, confidential
information, and identifiable information.

Pseudonymization refers to the process of replacing personal identifiers with pseudonyms or codes to
protect personal data from unauthorized access or disclosure. In the context of the Professional Certificate
in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, pseudonymization is a technique used to protect personal data
and ensure compliance with data protection regulations. Related terms include anonymization, data
masking, and data protection.

Profiling refers to the use of artificial intelligence and machine learning algorithms to analyze and predict
individual behavior or characteristics. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data

Read online: https://certificates.lspm.org.uk/glossaries/6218702/data-
protection-impact-assessment

London School of Planning and Management · 28 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

Privacy Compliance, profiling is a critical aspect of data protection, as it raises concerns about privacy and
security in the use of profiling technologies. Related terms include predictive analytics, data analytics, and
machine learning.

Risk assessment refers to the process of identifying and evaluating the risks associated with processing
personal data, often using a structured and systematic approach. In the context of the Professional
Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, risk assessment is a critical aspect of data protection, as
it ensures that organizations are aware of the risks and consequences of their data practices and comply
with data protection regulations. Related terms include risk management, data risk, and compliance.

Risk management refers to the process of identifying, assessing, and mitigating the risks associated with
processing personal data, often using a structured and systematic approach. In the context of the
Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, risk management is a critical aspect of
data protection, as it ensures that organizations are proactive and preventive in their data practices and
comply with data protection regulations.

Security refers to the practices and procedures used to protect sensitive information from unauthorized
access or disclosure. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance,
security is a key concept, as it ensures that personal data is handled in a secure and trustworthy manner.
Related terms include data security, information security, and cybersecurity.

Sensitive information refers to personal data that is particularly sensitive or confidential, often including
health information, financial information, or personal characteristics. In the context of the Professional
Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, sensitive information is a critical aspect of data
protection, as it requires special protection and handling to prevent harm or loss to individuals. Related
terms include confidential information, personal data, and identifiable information.

Transparency refers to the principle of being open and honest about data practices and processing
activities, often used to build trust and confidence with individuals and stakeholders. In the context of the
Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy Compliance, transparency is a key concept, as it
ensures that organizations are accountable and responsible for their data practices and comply with data
protection regulations. Related terms include accountability, governance, and compliance.

User consent refers to the explicit agreement or permission given by individuals for the collection, use, or
disclosure of their personal data. In the context of the Professional Certificate in GDPR and AI Data Privacy
Compliance, user consent is a key concept, as it ensures that individuals have control over their personal
data and that organizations are transparent about their data practices. Related terms include consent, opt-
in, and data subject rights.
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