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Postgraduate Certificate in TESOL Curriculum Design

Theoretical Foundations of TESOL Curriculum

Affective Filter Hypothesis refers to a concept in second language acquisition that suggests a learner's
emotional state can affect their ability to learn a language, with high levels of anxiety or stress hindering the
learning process. Related terms include emotional intelligence and learner motivation. This concept is
crucial in understanding how to design a TESOL curriculum that takes into account the emotional needs of
learners. For example, a curriculum that incorporates activities that promote relaxation and reduce stress
can help create a more conducive learning environment.

Authentic Assessment refers to an evaluation method that uses real-life or practical tasks to measure a
learner's language proficiency, often incorporating real materials and scenarios. Related terms include
performance-based assessment and alternative assessment. This approach to assessment is essential in
TESOL curriculum design as it allows learners to demonstrate their language skills in a more realistic and
meaningful way. For instance, a curriculum that includes authentic assessment tasks such as role-plays or
presentations can help learners develop their speaking and presentation skills.

Autonomy in language learning refers to the ability of learners to take control of their own learning process,
making decisions about their goals, materials, and activities. Related terms include self-directed learning
and learner independence. This concept is vital in TESOL curriculum design as it enables learners to develop
a sense of ownership and responsibility for their learning. For example, a curriculum that incorporates self-
access materials and learning contracts can help learners develop their autonomy and self-directed learning
skills.

Bloom's Taxonomy is a framework for categorizing learning objectives into different levels of cognitive
complexity, ranging from knowledge and comprehension to application and analysis. Related terms include
learning objectives and curriculum design. This framework is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it helps
teachers and curriculum designers create learning objectives that are clear, specific, and measurable. For
instance, a curriculum that uses Bloom's Taxonomy to categorize learning objectives can help ensure that
learners develop a range of cognitive skills, from basic knowledge to higher-order thinking.

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is an approach to language teaching that emphasizes the
development of communicative competence, focusing on the use of language in real-life contexts. Related
terms include task-based learning and content and language integrated learning. This approach is crucial in
TESOL curriculum design as it enables learners to develop the language skills they need to communicate
effectively in real-life situations. For example, a curriculum that incorporates CLT principles can help learners
develop their speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills in an integrated and holistic way.
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Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) is an approach to language teaching that integrates the
teaching of language and content, such as science or history, to promote a more holistic and
interdisciplinary approach to learning. Related terms include bilingual education and multilingualism. This
approach is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it enables learners to develop their language skills while
also learning subject-specific content. For instance, a curriculum that incorporates CLIL principles can help
learners develop their language skills while also learning about science, history, or other subjects.

Curriculum Design refers to the process of planning and developing a curriculum, taking into account
factors such as learner needs, learning objectives, and instructional materials. Related terms include syllabus
design and course development. This process is vital in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and
curriculum designers to create a curriculum that is tailored to the needs of their learners. For example, a
curriculum that is designed using a backward design approach can help ensure that learning objectives are
clear, specific, and measurable.

Discourse Analysis is a method of analyzing language use in social contexts, examining how language is
used to construct meaning and create social relationships. Related terms include conversation analysis and
pragmatics. This method is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum
designers to understand how language is used in real-life contexts and to develop materials and activities
that promote authentic communication. For instance, a curriculum that incorporates discourse analysis can
help learners develop their ability to analyze and interpret language use in different social contexts.

English as a Foreign Language (EFL) refers to the teaching and learning of English in countries where English
is not the dominant language, often in monolingual contexts. Related terms include English as a Second
Language (ESL) and English as an Additional Language (EAL). This context is crucial in TESOL curriculum
design as it requires teachers and curriculum designers to take into account the linguistic and cultural
backgrounds of their learners. For example, a curriculum that is designed for EFL learners may need to
incorporate more explicit instruction and scaffolding to support learners who are not familiar with the
language or culture.

English as a Second Language (ESL) refers to the teaching and learning of English in countries where English
is the dominant language, often in bilingual or multilingual contexts. Related terms include English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) and English as an Additional Language (EAL). This context is essential in TESOL
curriculum design as it requires teachers and curriculum designers to take into account the linguistic and
cultural backgrounds of their learners, as well as the social and cultural context of the learning environment.
For instance, a curriculum that is designed for ESL learners may need to incorporate more opportunities for
authentic communication and interaction with native speakers.

English as an Additional Language (EAL) refers to the teaching and learning of English as an additional
language, often in multilingual contexts. Related terms include English as a Second Language (ESL) and
English as a Foreign Language (EFL). This context is vital in TESOL curriculum design as it requires teachers
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and curriculum designers to take into account the linguistic and cultural backgrounds of their learners, as
well as the social and cultural context of the learning environment. For example, a curriculum that is
designed for EAL learners may need to incorporate more opportunities for language support and
scaffolding to support learners who are not familiar with the language or culture.

English for Academic Purposes (EAP) refers to the teaching and learning of English for academic purposes,
such as reading and writing academic texts. Related terms include English for Specific Purposes (ESP) and
English for Professional Purposes (EPP). This context is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it requires
teachers and curriculum designers to take into account the specific needs of academic learners, including
the development of academic language skills and the use of academic discourse. For instance, a curriculum
that is designed for EAP learners may need to incorporate more opportunities for reading and writing
academic texts, as well as developing critical thinking and analytical skills.

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) refers to the teaching and learning of English for specific purposes, such
as business or medicine. Related terms include English for Academic Purposes (EAP) and English for
Professional Purposes (EPP). This context is vital in TESOL curriculum design as it requires teachers and
curriculum designers to take into account the specific needs of learners in a particular field or profession.
For example, a curriculum that is designed for ESP learners may need to incorporate more opportunities for
authentic communication and interaction with professionals in the field.

English for Professional Purposes (EPP) refers to the teaching and learning of English for professional
purposes, such as teaching or law. Related terms include English for Academic Purposes (EAP) and English
for Specific Purposes (ESP). This context is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it requires teachers and
curriculum designers to take into account the specific needs of professional learners, including the
development of professional language skills and the use of professional discourse. For instance, a
curriculum that is designed for EPP learners may need to incorporate more opportunities for authentic
communication and interaction with professionals in the field.

Error Analysis refers to the process of examining and analyzing learner errors, often to identify patterns and
trends in language use. Related terms include corrective feedback and language assessment. This process is
crucial in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum designers to understand how
learners are using language and to develop targeted instruction and feedback to support language
development. For example, a curriculum that incorporates error analysis can help learners develop their
language skills by identifying and addressing common errors and areas of difficulty.

Genre-Based Instruction is an approach to language teaching that focuses on the development of genre-
specific language skills, such as writing a narrative or expository text. Related terms include systemic
functional linguistics and discourse analysis. This approach is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it
enables learners to develop the language skills they need to communicate effectively in different genres
and contexts. For instance, a curriculum that incorporates genre-based instruction can help learners develop
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their writing skills by focusing on the development of specific genres and text types.

Intercultural Communication refers to the process of communicating across cultural boundaries, often
requiring an understanding of different cultural norms and values. Related terms include cross-cultural
communication and pragmatics. This concept is vital in TESOL curriculum design as it enables learners to
develop the language skills and cultural awareness they need to communicate effectively in multilingual and
multicultural contexts. For example, a curriculum that incorporates intercultural communication can help
learners develop their ability to analyze and interpret cultural differences and to communicate effectively
across cultural boundaries.

Language Acquisition Device (LAD) refers to the innate ability of humans to acquire language, often
thought to be a universal ability. Related terms include language instinct and poverty of the stimulus
argument. This concept is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum
designers to understand how learners acquire language and to develop instruction and materials that
support the language acquisition process. For instance, a curriculum that incorporates LAD principles can
help learners develop their language skills by providing opportunities for authentic communication and
interaction.

Language Assessment refers to the process of evaluating learner language proficiency, often using
standardized tests or assessments. Related terms include language testing and evaluation. This process is
crucial in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum designers to understand how
learners are progressing and to develop targeted instruction and feedback to support language
development. For example, a curriculum that incorporates language assessment can help learners develop
their language skills by identifying areas of strength and weakness and providing opportunities for
remediation and support.

Language Learning Strategies refer to the techniques and approaches that learners use to learn a language,
such as repetition or self-monitoring. Related terms include learner autonomy and self-directed learning.
This concept is vital in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum designers to
understand how learners learn a language and to develop instruction and materials that support the
development of effective language learning strategies. For instance, a curriculum that incorporates
language learning strategies can help learners develop their ability to learn a language by providing
opportunities for self-directed learning and autonomy.

Language Pedagogy refers to the study of language teaching and learning, often focusing on the
development of effective teaching methods and materials. Related terms include language instruction and
language education. This field is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum
designers to understand how to teach a language effectively and to develop instruction and materials that
support language development. For example, a curriculum that incorporates language pedagogy principles
can help learners develop their language skills by providing opportunities for authentic communication and
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interaction.

Language Planning refers to the process of planning and developing language policies and programs, often
at the national or institutional level. Related terms include language policy and language education
planning. This process is crucial in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum designers
to understand how language planning can impact language teaching and learning. For instance, a
curriculum that incorporates language planning principles can help learners develop their language skills by
providing opportunities for language support and development.

Learner Autonomy refers to the ability of learners to take control of their own learning process, making
decisions about their goals, materials, and activities. Related terms include self-directed learning and
language learning strategies. For example, a curriculum that incorporates learner autonomy principles can
help learners develop their ability to learn a language by providing opportunities for self-directed learning
and autonomy.

Linguistic Imperialism refers to the process of imposing a dominant language or culture on minority groups,
often resulting in language loss or shift. Related terms include language policy and language rights. This
concept is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum designers to
understand the impact of linguistic imperialism on language teaching and learning. For instance, a
curriculum that incorporates linguistic imperialism principles can help learners develop their language skills
by providing opportunities for language support and development.

Methodology refers to the study of teaching methods and approaches, often focusing on the development
of effective teaching practices. Related terms include language pedagogy and teacher education. This field
is crucial in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum designers to understand how to
teach a language effectively and to develop instruction and materials that support language development.
For example, a curriculum that incorporates methodology principles can help learners develop their
language skills by providing opportunities for authentic communication and interaction.

Needs Analysis refers to the process of identifying and analyzing learner needs, often to inform curriculum
design and instruction. Related terms include learner profiling and language assessment. This process is
essential in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum designers to understand the
needs of their learners and to develop targeted instruction and materials to support language development.
For instance, a curriculum that incorporates needs analysis can help learners develop their language skills by
identifying areas of strength and weakness and providing opportunities for remediation and support.

Pragmatics refers to the study of language use in social contexts, examining how language is used to create
meaning and negotiate social relationships. Related terms include discourse analysis and conversation
analysis. This field is vital in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum designers to
understand how language is used in real-life contexts and to develop materials and activities that promote
authentic communication. For example, a curriculum that incorporates pragmatics can help learners develop
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their ability to analyze and interpret language use in different social contexts.

Second Language Acquisition (SLA) refers to the process of acquiring a second language, often involving
the development of linguistic and cognitive skills. Related terms include language learning and language
development. This process is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum
designers to understand how learners acquire a second language and to develop instruction and materials
that support the language acquisition process. For instance, a curriculum that incorporates SLA principles
can help learners develop their language skills by providing opportunities for authentic communication and
interaction.

Syllabus Design refers to the process of planning and developing a syllabus, often taking into account
factors such as learner needs and learning objectives. Related terms include curriculum design and course
development. This process is crucial in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and curriculum
designers to create a syllabus that is tailored to the needs of their learners. For example, a syllabus that
incorporates syllabus design principles can help learners develop their language skills by providing a clear
and structured learning pathway.

Task-Based Learning (TBL) is an approach to language teaching that focuses on the development of task-
specific language skills, such as completing a project or presentation. Related terms include project-based
learning and content and language integrated learning. This approach is essential in TESOL curriculum
design as it enables learners to develop the language skills they need to communicate effectively in real-life
contexts. For instance, a curriculum that incorporates TBL principles can help learners develop their ability to
complete tasks and projects by providing opportunities for authentic communication and interaction.

Teacher Education refers to the process of educating and training language teachers, often focusing on the
development of effective teaching practices and pedagogical skills. Related terms include teacher training
and language pedagogy. This field is vital in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers to develop the
skills and knowledge they need to teach a language effectively. For example, a curriculum that incorporates
teacher education principles can help teachers develop their ability to design and deliver effective
instruction and to support language development.

Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) refers to the field of teaching English to non-
native speakers, often in bilingual or multilingual contexts. Related terms include English language teaching
and language education. This field is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers and
curriculum designers to understand how to teach English effectively to non-native speakers. For instance, a
curriculum that incorporates TESOL principles can help learners develop their language skills by providing
opportunities for authentic communication and interaction.

Universal Grammar (UG) refers to the idea that all human languages share a common grammatical
structure, often thought to be an innate ability. Related terms include language acquisition device and
poverty of the stimulus argument. This concept is vital in TESOL curriculum design as it enables teachers
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and curriculum designers to understand how learners acquire language and to develop instruction and
materials that support the language acquisition process. For example, a curriculum that incorporates UG
principles can help learners develop their language skills by providing opportunities for authentic
communication and interaction.

Vygotsky's Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) refers to the idea that learners can develop their language
skills with the guidance of a more knowledgeable other, often a teacher or peer. Related terms include
scaffolding and language learning strategies. This concept is essential in TESOL curriculum design as it
enables teachers and curriculum designers to understand how learners can develop their language skills
with the support of others. For instance, a curriculum that incorporates ZPD principles can help learners
develop their language skills by providing opportunities for scaffolding and support.

Willis's Task-Based Learning (TBL) is an approach to language teaching that focuses on the development of
task-specific language skills, such as completing a project or presentation. This approach is vital in TESOL
curriculum design as it enables learners to develop the language skills they need to communicate effectively
in real-life contexts. For example, a curriculum that incorporates TBL principles can help learners develop
their ability to complete tasks and projects by providing opportunities for authentic communication and
interaction.
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